
  

Survey of Romans 
& Introduction to Biblical Interpretation
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Theme Verses of Romans:
16I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for

salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.
17For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith;

as it is written, “But the righteous by faith will live.”
(Romans 1:16-17, NASB adapted)



  

What is saving faith fully convinced about?
[Righteousness] will be counted to us who believe in him

who raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, who was delivered
up for our trespasses and raised for our justification.

(Romans 4:24-25, ESV).

1. God—He keeps his promises.
2. God has provided the way that I can become righteous. 

➔  I have done bad deeds.
➔  My deeds matter; bad deeds are deadly.
➔  Apart from Christ, I am not in right standing with God.
➔  Apart from Christ, I will receive God's wrath.
➔  Jesus died: His death is God's plan for dealing with my sins.
➔  Jesus rose: His resurrection is God's way to give me right 

standing with Him.
➔  Jesus is my Lord—master, boss, ruler—possessing all power 

and authority, and deserving all my obedience.
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Wrath ?



  

Romans 5-8 

LIFE IN CHRIST:
THE RESULTS OF JUSTIFICATION

(Sinful Deeds and Wrath Problems Solved)
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       Past
- Justified by faith
- Began in grace

- God's love poured
within our hearts

- Gift of Holy Spirit
- Christ died

for the ungodly
- God demonstrated

His love
- Jesus died for
God's enemies

Present
- Peace with God
- Stand in grace
- Exult in hope

- Exult in tribulations
- Perseverance

- Proven character
- More hope

- Exult in God
because we are

at peace with Him

Future
- Glory of God
- Saved from
God's wrath

- Jesus' life will
save God's friends



  

How does Adam's sin affect us?
Yes

1. Presence of sin
2. Loss of innocence
3. Physical death

Secondarily...
In this “climate” of sin,

we all sin and
face God's wrath.

No
1. Guilt for Adam's sin
2. Punishment for Adam's sin
3. Irreparable bondage to sin

“Original righteousness”:
Christ frees us more

certainly and completely
than Adam left us bound!



  



  

A New You = We cannot be forced to sin
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A New You = We cannot be forced to sin

A New Master = We see no benefit in sinning

A New Husband = We are not “impregnated” with sinful desires



  



  

Read 7-12, apply
Read 13-25, apply
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Whom is Paul describing?
Himself as an unsaved Jew?

Unbelievers?
Christians?

Carnal Christians?
Normal Christians?
Mature Christians?

Paul is describing the Law—its nature and effects!
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What has Paul already said about the Law?
“It is not the hearers of the Law who are just before God, but the doers of the 
Law will be justified” (2:13).   “By the works of the Law no flesh will be 
justified in His sight; for through the Law comes the knowledge of sin. But 
now apart from the Law the righteousness of God has been manifested” (3:20-
21).   “We maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from the works of the 
Law” (3:28).   “If those who are of the Law are heirs... the promise is nullified; 
for the Law brings about wrath, but where there is no law, there also is no 
violation” (4:14-15).   “The Law came in so that the transgression would 
increase” (5:20).   “Sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under law 
but under grace” (6:14).   “You were made to die to the Law through the body 
of Christ” (7:4).    “The sinful passions... were aroused by the Law... to bear 
fruit for death” (7:5).   The Law = “that by which we were bound... oldness of 
the letter” (7:6).
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Apart from Christ, the sinful flesh overpowers you!

Galatians 3:19-27 – Law as “schoolmaster”
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7:25b
Conflict

Apart from Christ, the sinful flesh overpowers you!

How does Christ give you power to overcome the flesh?

My Mind


Law of God


[No condemnation!]

“I Myself”
Flesh


Law of Sin


Condemnation!
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We walk according to the Spirit. (vs. 4)
(We fulfill God's Law, do good deeds, righteous acts; “fruit of the Spirit.”)
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No condemnation! (vs. 1)

(Life and assurance of sonship now; resurrection and glory to come.)
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(Life and assurance of sonship now; resurrection and glory to come.)



  

Homework: Meditate on Romans 8:1-17
● Does the Spirit of God dwell in you?

● Are you aware of Him?
● Is His presence making any difference?
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7:25b
Conflict 

1. Know “you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit” (8:9).
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7:25b
Conflict 

1. Know “you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit” (8:9).
2. Cooperate with the Spirit as He leads your thoughts and actions.

My Mind on the Spirit


Law of God


No condemnation!

Flesh


Law of Sin


Condemnation!

“I + Spirit”
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For... 
1) those whom he foreknew...

2) he predestined...        to be made like Jesus.
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And we know that...
for those who love God [our part]     all things work together for good,
for those who are called according to his purpose. [God's part]

For... 
1) those whom he foreknew...

2) he predestined...        to be made like Jesus.
3) he called...   

4) he justified...  
5) he glorified.



  



  



  

Isaiah 50:7-9
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What about our “Big Problems”?
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Tomorrow: Romans 9-11

DEFENDING GOD’S COVENANT WITH ISRAEL:
THE JUSTICE OF JUSTIFICATION

(OR: Paul digs himself out of a big hole!)
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