The Gospel According to John:
That the World May Have Life By Knowing the Father Through the True Word, the Son
[does john speak of knowing the father?]
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name (John 20:30-31).
Prologue: The Word of the Father Became Flesh, Bringing Life and Light, Grace and Truth (1:1-18)

I. The Book of Signs and Belief: Signs of the Messiah and Unbelief of the Jews (1:19–12:50)
Jesus answered him, “Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do you believe? 
You will see greater things than these.” – John 1:50
A. The Forerunner and the Coming of the Messiah (1:19-51)
1. John the Baptist's role as forerunner (1:19-28) 

2. John the Baptist bears witness to Jesus, and Jesus gathers his first disciples (1:29-51)

B. The Cana Cycle: Inaugural Signs and the Nature of True Belief (2–4)
1. First sign at Cana: Changing water to wine at a wedding; disciples believe (2:1-12)
2. Jews (esp. Nicodemus), despite signs, respond with false belief (2:13–3:36)

a. Jesus clears the temple during the Passover, Jews ask for a sign (2:13-22)


b. Jews, including Nicodemus, see Jesus' signs and “believe” but misunderstand (2:23–3:15)

c. Belief versus unbelief (I) – Commentary by author John (3:16-21)

d. John the Baptist clarifies misunderstanding about Jesus (3:22-30) 

e. Belief versus unbelief (II) – Commentary by author John (3:31-36)

3. Samaritans (esp. Samaritan woman) respond with true belief (4:1-42)

4. Second sign at Cana: Healing the official's son; official's household believes (4:46-54)
C. The Festival Cycle: Signs and Teaching Amidst Unbelief and Mounting Controversy (5:1–10:39)
1. Feast of the Jews: Jesus heals a lame man and defends his divine Sonship (5:1-47) 

a. Sign in Jerusalem: Jesus heals a man at the pool of Bethesda on the Sabbath (5:1-9a)

b. Controversy with unbelieving Jews (5:9b-47) 

i. Jews persecute Jesus for healing on the Sabbath and calling God his Father (5:9b-18)

ii. Jesus explains the authority he bears as Son of the Father (5:19-30)

iii. Jesus lists his witnesses and proves the Jews don't love God or believe (5:31-47)

2. Passover: Jesus feeds the 5000 and presents himself as the Bread of Life (6:1-71)

a. Sign in Galilee: Jesus feeds the 5000 (6:1-13)

b. Controversy with unbelieving Jews (6:14-71)

i. Jews try to make Jesus king; Jesus withdraws, walks on water (6:14-25)

ii. Jesus calls the Jews to believe in the “bread of life”; the Jews grumble (6:26-59)

iii. Jesus calls the disciples to believe; some grumble and leave, Peter believes (6:60-71)

3. Feast of the Tabernacles: Jesus teaches and presents himself as the Light of the World (7:1–8:59)

a. Introduction: Jesus' skeptical brothers; Jesus secretly arrives at the feast (7:1-13)

b. Teaching in Jerusalem: Controversy in the temple between Jesus and unbelieving Jews

i. Jesus begins teaching, resuming topics from his last visit; Jews are confused (7:14-24)

ii. Jesus says he is leaving and promises “living water”; some Jews wonder if he is the Christ; the Pharisees try to arrest him (7:25-52)

· Jesus and the woman caught in adultery (7:53–8:11)

iii. Jesus, “light of the world,” explains that his authority comes from his Father (8:12-29)

iv. Jesus addresses “believing” Jews about Abraham; they try to stone him (8:30-59)

4. Between feasts: Jesus heals a blind man and presents himself as the Door and the Good Shepherd (9–10:21)

a. Sign in Jerusalem: Jesus, “light of the world,” heals a man born blind (9:1-12)

b. Controversy with unbelieving Jews (9:13–10:21)

i. The Pharisees investigate, declare Jesus a sinner, and cast out the healed man (9:13-34)

ii. Jesus invites the healed man to believe and declares the Pharisees are blind (9:35-41)

iii. Jesus presents himself as “the door of the sheep” and “the good shepherd” (10:1-21)

5. Feast of Dedication: Jesus affirms he is the Christ and the Son of God (10:22-39)

a. Jesus affirms he is the Christ and tells unbelieving Jews they aren't part of his flock (10:22-30)

b. Jesus claims divine Sonship and avoids stoning and arrest by the Jews (10:31-39)

D. Last sign—Mary, Martha, and Lazarus featured throughout; Jewish response—plans to kill Jesus; Triumphal entry; Greeks trigger Jesus' announcement that the hour of his glory/death has come; summary statements about unbelief and identity of Jesus.

1. Interlude across the Jordan: Many who recall John's sign-less testimony believe in Jesus (10:40-42)
Though he had done so many signs before them, they still did not believe in him. – John 12:37
II. The Book of Glory and Love: The Glorification of the Messiah and His Love in the Disciples
When [Judas] had gone out, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of Man glorified, and God is glorified in him. If God is glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself, and glorify him at once. Little children, yet a little while I am with you. You will seek me, and just as I said to the Jews, so now I also say to you, ‘Where I am going you cannot come.’ A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” – John 13:31-35
“Sign” - 2:11, 18, 23;   3:2;    4:48, 54;    6:2, 14, 26, 30;    7:31;    9:16;    10:41, 47;    12:18, 37;    20:30

Prevalence of key theological terms (measured by # of columns in Kostenberger's index):
Signs: 1/3
Light: 1/2

Sin: 2/3

Teacher: 2/3

Work: 3/4
Glory/glorify: 1
Witness: 1
Son: 1-1/4

Life: 1-1/4

Love: 1-1/3
Send: 1-1/2
World: 1-1/2

Truth: 1-2/3
God: 1-3/4

Disciple: 1-3/4
Believe: 2-1/3

Father: 2-3/4

Know: 3+

After this Jesus went about in Galilee. He would not go about in Judea, because the Jews[a] were seeking to kill him. 2 Now the Jews' Feast of Booths was at hand. 3 So his brothers[b] said to him, “Leave here and go to Judea, that your disciples also may see the works you are doing. 4 For no one works in secret if he seeks to be known openly. If you do these things, show yourself to the world.” 5 For not even his brothers believed in him. 6 Jesus said to them, “My time has not yet come, but your time is always here. 7 The world cannot hate you, but it hates me because I testify about it that its works are evil. 8 You go up to the feast. I am not[c] going up to this feast, for my time has not yet fully come.” 9 After saying this, he remained in Galilee.

10 But after his brothers had gone up to the feast, then he also went up, not publicly but in private. 11 The Jews were looking for him at the feast, and saying, “Where is he?” 12 And there was much muttering about him among the people. While some said, “He is a good man,” others said, “No, he is leading the people astray.” 13 Yet for fear of the Jews no one spoke openly of him.

Jesus starts teaching; crowd doesn't recognize him; Jesus identifies himself as one who healed lame man
14 About the middle of the feast Jesus went up into the temple and began teaching. 
15 The Jews therefore marveled, saying, “How is it that this man has learning,[d] when he has never studied?” 

16 So Jesus answered them, “My teaching is not mine, but his who sent me. 17 If anyone's will is to do God's[e] will, he will know whether the teaching is from God or whether I am speaking on my own authority. 18 The one who speaks on his own authority seeks his own glory; but the one who seeks the glory of him who sent him is true, and in him there is no falsehood. 19 Has not Moses given you the law? Yet none of you keeps the law. Why do you seek to kill me?” 
20 The crowd answered, “You have a demon! Who is seeking to kill you?” 
21 Jesus answered them, “I did one work, and you all marvel at it. 22 Moses gave you circumcision (not that it is from Moses, but from the fathers), and you circumcise a man on the Sabbath. 23 If on the Sabbath a man receives circumcision, so that the law of Moses may not be broken, are you angry with me because on the Sabbath I made a man's whole body well? 24 Do not judge by appearances, but judge with right judgment.”
Crowd begins to recognize Jesus; crowd wonders whether he is the Christ; Pharisees try to arrest him
25 Some of the people of Jerusalem therefore said, “Is not this the man whom they seek to kill? 26 And here he is, speaking openly, and they say nothing to him! Can it be that the authorities really know that this is the Christ? 27 But we know where this man comes from, and when the Christ appears, no one will know where he comes from.” 
28 So Jesus proclaimed, as he taught in the temple, “You know me, and you know where I come from. But I have not come of my own accord. He who sent me is true, and him you do not know. 29 I know him, for I come from him, and he sent me.” 
30 So they were seeking to arrest him, but no one laid a hand on him, because his hour had not yet come. 31 Yet many of the people believed in him. They said, “When the Christ appears, will he do more signs than this man has done?”
32 The Pharisees heard the crowd muttering these things about him, and the chief priests and Pharisees sent officers to arrest him. 
33 Jesus then said, “I will be with you a little longer, and then I am going to him who sent me. 34 You will seek me and you will not find me. Where I am you cannot come.” 
35 The Jews said to one another, “Where does this man intend to go that we will not find him? Does he intend to go to the Dispersion among the Greeks and teach the Greeks? 36 What does he mean by saying, ‘You will seek me and you will not find me,’ and, ‘Where I am you cannot come’?”
37 On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as[f] the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’” 39 Now this he said about the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to receive, for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.

40 When they heard these words, some of the people said, “This really is the Prophet.” 41 Others said, “This is the Christ.” But some said, “Is the Christ to come from Galilee? 42 Has not the Scripture said that the Christ comes from the offspring of David, and comes from Bethlehem, the village where David was?” 43 So there was a division among the people over him. 44 Some of them wanted to arrest him, but no one laid hands on him.
45 The officers then came to the chief priests and Pharisees, who said to them, “Why did you not bring him?” 46 The officers answered, “No one ever spoke like this man!” 47 The Pharisees answered them, “Have you also been deceived? 48 Have any of the authorities or the Pharisees believed in him? 49 But this crowd that does not know the law is accursed.” 50 Nicodemus, who had gone to him before, and who was one of them, said to them, 51 “Does our law judge a man without first giving him a hearing and learning what he does?” 52 They replied, “Are you from Galilee too? Search and see that no prophet arises from Galilee.”
Jesus dialogues with Jews and explains he has authority because his Father sent him
12 Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 
13 So the Pharisees said to him, “You are bearing witness about yourself; your testimony is not true.” 
14 Jesus answered, “Even if I do bear witness about myself, my testimony is true, for I know where I came from and where I am going, but you do not know where I come from or where I am going. 15 You judge according to the flesh; I judge no one. 16 Yet even if I do judge, my judgment is true, for it is not I alone who judge, but I and the Father[a] who sent me. 17 In your Law it is written that the testimony of two people is true. 18 I am the one who bears witness about myself, and the Father who sent me bears witness about me.” 
19 They said to him therefore, “Where is your Father?” 

Jesus answered, “You know neither me nor my Father. If you knew me, you would know my Father also.” 

20 These words he spoke in the treasury, as he taught in the temple; but no one arrested him, because his hour had not yet come. 

21 So he said to them again, “I am going away, and you will seek me, and you will die in your sin. Where I am going, you cannot come.” 
22 So the Jews said, “Will he kill himself, since he says, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come’?” 

23 He said to them, “You are from below; I am from above. You are of this world; I am not of this world. 24 I told you that you would die in your sins, for unless you believe that I am he you will die in your sins.” 
25 So they said to him, “Who are you?” 

Jesus said to them, “Just what I have been telling you from the beginning. 26 I have much to say about you and much to judge, but he who sent me is true, and I declare to the world what I have heard from him.” 

27 They did not understand that he had been speaking to them about the Father. 28 So Jesus said to them, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am he, and that I do nothing on my own authority, but speak just as the Father taught me. 29 And he who sent me is with me. He has not left me alone, for I always do the things that are pleasing to him.” 
Jesus addresses the Jews who “believed,” showing (a) they are not true children of Abraham and (b) he is greater than Abraham
30 As he was saying these things, many believed in him. 31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 
33 They answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?”
34 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices sin is a slave[b] to sin. 35 The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 37 I know that you are offspring of Abraham; yet you seek to kill me because my word finds no place in you. 38 I speak of what I have seen with my Father, and you do what you have heard from your father.”
39 They answered him, “Abraham is our father.” 

Jesus said to them, “If you were Abraham's children, you would be doing the works Abraham did, 40 but now you seek to kill me, a man who has told you the truth that I heard from God. This is not what Abraham did. 41 You are doing the works your father did.” 

They said to him, “We were not born of sexual immorality. We have one Father—even God.” 

42 Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God and I am here. I came not of my own accord, but he sent me. 43 Why do you not understand what I say? It is because you cannot bear to hear my word. 44 You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father's desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 45 But because I tell the truth, you do not believe me. 46 Which one of you convicts me of sin? If I tell the truth, why do you not believe me? 47 Whoever is of God hears the words of God. The reason why you do not hear them is that you are not of God.”
48 The Jews answered him, “Are we not right in saying that you are a Samaritan and have a demon?” 

49 Jesus answered, “I do not have a demon, but I honor my Father, and you dishonor me. 50 Yet I do not seek my own glory; there is One who seeks it, and he is the judge. 51 Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps my word, he will never see death.” 

52 The Jews said to him, “Now we know that you have a demon! Abraham died, as did the prophets, yet you say, ‘If anyone keeps my word, he will never taste death.’ 53 Are you greater than our father Abraham, who died? And the prophets died! Who do you make yourself out to be?” 

54 Jesus answered, “If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing. It is my Father who glorifies me, of whom you say, ‘He is our God.’[c] 55 But you have not known him. I know him. If I were to say that I do not know him, I would be a liar like you, but I do know him and I keep his word. 56 Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. He saw it and was glad.” 
57 So the Jews said to him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen Abraham?”[d] 

58 Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.” 

59 So they picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid himself and went out of the temple.
