
  

Survey of Romans 
& Introduction to Biblical Interpretation

Welcome back!



  



  

Theme Verses of Romans:
16I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for

salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.
17For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith;

as it is written, “But the righteous by faith will live.”
(Romans 1:16-17, NASB adapted)



  



  

Big Problems:

Sin  Wrath



  



  

What is saving faith fully convinced about?
[Righteousness] will be counted to us who believe in him

who raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, who was delivered
up for our trespasses and raised for our justification.

(Romans 4:24-25, ESV).

1. God—He keeps his promises.
2. God has provided the way that I can become righteous. 

➔  I have done bad deeds.
➔  My deeds matter; bad deeds are deadly.
➔  Apart from Christ, I am not in right standing with God.
➔  Apart from Christ, I will receive God's wrath.
➔  Jesus died: His death is God's plan for dealing with my sins.
➔  Jesus rose: His resurrection is God's way to give me right 

standing with Him.
➔  Jesus is my Lord—master, boss, ruler—possessing all power 

and authority, and deserving all my obedience.



  

What about our “Big Problems”?

Sin  Wrath
Sinful Status  Justified

Sinful Deeds ?
Wrath ?



  

Romans 5-8

LIFE IN CHRIST: 
THE RESULTS OF JUSTIFICATION



  

       Past
- Justified by faith
- Began in grace

- God's love poured
within our hearts

- Gift of Holy Spirit
- Christ died

for the ungodly
- God demonstrated

His love
- Jesus died for
God's enemies

Present
- Peace with God
- Stand in grace
- Exult in hope

- Exult in tribulations
- Perseverance

- Proven character
- More hope

- Exult in God
because we are

at peace with Him

Future
- Glory of God
- Saved from
God's wrath

- Jesus' life will
save God's friends



  

“Original righteousness”:

Christ frees us more certainly and
completely than Adam left us bound!



  

A New You = We cannot be forced to sin

A New Master = We see no benefit in sinning

A New Husband = We are not “impregnated” with sinful desires



  

7:25b
Conflict

Apart from Christ, the sinful flesh overpowers you!

Galatians 3:19-27 – Law as “schoolmaster”

My Mind


Law of God


[No condemnation!]

“I Myself”
Flesh


Law of Sin


Condemnation!



  

For those who are in Christ Jesus... (vs. 1)


We have the Spirit—we are not “flesh people.” (vs.9)


We set our minds on the things of the Spirit. (vs. 5)


We walk according to the Spirit. (vs. 4)


No condemnation! (vs. 1)



  

7:25b
Conflict 

My Mind


Law of God


No condemnation!

Flesh


Law of Sin


Condemnation!

“I Myself”



  

7:25b
Conflict 

 Resolved! 

My Mind on the Spirit


Law of God


No condemnation!

Flesh


Law of Sin


Condemnation!

“I + Spirit”



  

7:25b
Conflict 
Resolved!

1. Know “you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit” (8:9).
2. Cooperate with the Spirit as He leads your thoughts and actions.

My Mind on the Spirit


Law of God


No condemnation!

Flesh


Law of Sin


Condemnation!

“I + Spirit”



  

And we know that...
for those who love God [our part]     all things work together for good,
for those who are called according to his purpose. [God's part]

For... 
1) those whom he foreknew...

2) he predestined...        to be made like Jesus.
3) he called...   

4) he justified...  
5) he glorified.



  



  

What about our “Big Problems”?

Sin  Wrath
Sinful Status  Justified

Sinful Deeds ?
Wrath ?



  

What about our “Big Problems”?

Sin  Wrath
Sinful Status  Justified

Sinful Deeds  Born Again + Holy Spirit

Wrath ?



  

What about our “Big Problems”?

Sin  Wrath
Sinful Status  Justified

Sinful Deeds  Born Again + Holy Spirit

Wrath  No Condemnation!



  

Romans 9-11

DEFENDING GOD’S COVENANT WITH ISRAEL:
THE JUSTICE OF JUSTIFICATION



  



  



  

God's
Sovereign

Choice
Justice



  

God's
Sovereign

Choice
Justice

Our Sinfulness
Creator's Rights

Mercy



  



  



  



  



  

“And so all Israel shall be saved” (KJV, etc.)
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“And so all Israel shall be saved” (KJV, etc.)

“And in this way all Israel will be saved” (ESV, etc.)



  

“And so all Israel shall be saved” (KJV, etc.)

“And in this way all Israel will be saved” (ESV, etc.)

“And in this way [as the partial hardening of Israel leads to the 
salvation of Gentiles, making Israelites jealous] all Israel will be 
saved”



  

“And so all Israel shall be saved” (KJV, etc.)

“And in this way all Israel will be saved” (ESV, etc.)

“And in this way [as the partial hardening of Israel leads to the 
salvation of Gentiles, making Israelites jealous] all Israel will be 
saved”

“And in this way [as the partial hardening of Israel leads to the 
salvation of Gentiles, making Israelites jealous] all Israel [true 
Israel; all Jews throughout history who will believe] will be saved”



  

“God has imprisoned everyone in disobedience
so he could have mercy on everyone.”

(Romans 11:32, NLT)



  

“God has imprisoned everyone in disobedience
so he could have mercy on everyone.”

(Romans 11:32, NLT)

Bad News



  

“God has imprisoned everyone in disobedience
so he could have mercy on everyone.”

(Romans 11:32, NLT)

Bad News
Good News



  

Why is Paul explaining this?



  

Why is Paul explaining this?

     1. To keep Gentiles humble (25).



  

Why is Paul explaining this?

     1. To keep Gentiles humble (25).

     2. To show Gentiles that God loves Israel (28-29).



  

Why is Paul explaining this?

     1. To keep Gentiles humble (25).

     2. To show Gentiles that God loves Israel (28-29).

     3. To make Gentiles marvel over God's mercy (30-32).



  

How Can We Gentiles Cooperate
With God's Plan to Save “All Israel”?



  

How Can We Gentiles Cooperate
With God's Plan to Save “All Israel”?

                            1. Make Jews jealous by our faith.



  

How Can We Gentiles Cooperate
With God's Plan to Save “All Israel”?

                            1. Make Jews jealous by our faith.

                            2. Win more Gentiles to Christ.



  

How Can We Gentiles Cooperate
With God's Plan to Save “All Israel”?

                            1. Make Jews jealous by our faith.

                            2. Win more Gentiles to Christ.

                            3. Invite Jews to believe in Christ.



  

The Jewish “Problem”

nal



  

The Jewish “Problem”

Popular Alternatives Paul's Alternatives

  

Physical/Temporal Spiritual/Eternal
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The Jewish “Problem”

Popular Alternatives Paul's Alternatives

  

Physical/Temporal Spiritual/Eternal

Jews
 “Final                        National
Solution”                    Solution

Gentiles
    Anti-           Christian
Semitism                 Zionism

Jews
Stubborn                      Faith in
Unbelief                         Christ 

Gentiles



  

The Jewish “Problem”

Popular Alternatives Paul's Alternatives

  

Physical/Temporal Spiritual/Eternal

Jews
 “Final                        National
Solution”                    Solution

Gentiles
    Anti-           Christian
Semitism                 Zionism

Jews
Stubborn                      Faith in
Unbelief                         Christ 

Gentiles



  

The Jewish “Problem”

Popular Alternatives Paul's Alternatives

  

Physical/Temporal Spiritual/Eternal

Jews
 “Final                        National
Solution”                    Solution

Gentiles
    Anti-           Christian
Semitism                 Zionism

Jews
Stubborn                      Faith in
Unbelief                         Christ 

Gentiles
Arrogance                Humility
   (R.T.)                     (O.T.T.)



  



  

Romans 12-16

GLORIFYING GOD TOGETHER
AS LIVING SACRIFICES:

OUR RESPONSE TO JUSTIFICATION



  

Romans 1-11:
God has imprisoned everyone in disobedience

so he could have mercy on everyone. (11:32, NLT)



  

Romans 1-11:
God has imprisoned everyone in disobedience

so he could have mercy on everyone. (11:32, NLT)

Romans 12-16:
I appeal to you therefore, brothers,

by the mercies of God... (12:1, ESV)
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Romans 1-11:
God has imprisoned everyone in disobedience

so he could have mercy on everyone. (11:32, NLT)

14 imperatives

Romans 12-16:
I appeal to you therefore, brothers,

by the mercies of God... (12:1, ESV)

51 imperatives



  



  



  

Romans 12:1-2 (ESV)
1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to 
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to 
God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to 
this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that 
by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good 
and acceptable and perfect.



  

Romans 12:1-2 (ESV)
1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to 
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to 
God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to 
this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that 
by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good 
and acceptable and perfect.

Homework!



  

Romans 12:1-2 (ESV)
1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to 
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to 
God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to 
this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that 
by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good 
and acceptable and perfect.

Time for Exegesis:



  

Romans 12:1-2 (ESV)
1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to 
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to 
God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to 
this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that 
by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good 
and acceptable and perfect.

Time for Exegesis:
      1. Sentence and paragraph structures.



  

Romans 12:1-2 (ESV)
1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to 
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to 
God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to 
this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that 
by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good 
and acceptable and perfect.

Time for Exegesis:
      1. Sentence and paragraph structures.
      2. Word studies.



  

Romans 12:1-2 (ESV)
1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to 
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to 
God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to 
this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that 
by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good 
and acceptable and perfect.

Time for Exegesis:
      1. Sentence and paragraph structures.
      2. Word studies.
      3. Context!



  

Romans 12:1-2 (ESV)
1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to 
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to 
God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to 
this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that 
by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good 
and acceptable and perfect.

1. Sentence and paragraph structures.
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Romans 12:1-2 (ESV)
1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to 
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to 
God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to 
this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that 
by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good 
and acceptable and perfect.

1. Sentence and paragraph structures.



  

Romans 12:1-2 (ESV)
1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to 
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to 
God, which is your spiritual worship. 
● 2 Do not be conformed to this world, 
● but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing 

you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.

1. Sentence and paragraph structures.



  

Romans 12:1-2 (ESV)
1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to 
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to 
God, which is your spiritual worship. 
● 2 Do not be conformed to this world, 
● but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing 

you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.

1. Sentence and paragraph structures.



  

Romans 12:1-2 (ESV)
1 I appeal to you therefore, fellow employees, by the kindness of 
our boss, to offer yourselves as diligent workers, honest and 
pleasing to our boss, which is the reasonable thing for you to do.  
● 2 Do not be controlled by the propaganda from the unions, 
● but be transformed by thinking clearly about the situation, so 

that by your own experience you will discover that what our 
boss wants is is actually best.

1. Sentence and paragraph structures.



  

Romans 12:1-2 (ESV)
1 I appeal to you therefore, fellow employees, by the kindness of 
our boss, to offer yourselves as diligent workers, honest and 
pleasing to our boss, which is the reasonable thing for you to do.  
● 2 Do not be controlled by the propaganda from the unions, 
● but be transformed by thinking clearly about the situation, so 

that by your own experience you will discover that what our 
boss wants is is actually best.

1. Sentence and paragraph structures.

Result of focusing on unions/world?



  

Romans 12:1-2 (ESV)
1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to 
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to 
God, which is your spiritual worship. 
● 2 Do not be conformed to this world, 
● but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing 

you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.

2. Word studies.



  

Romans 12:1-2 (ESV)
1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to 
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to 
God, which is your spiritual worship. 
● 2 Do not be conformed to this WORLD, 
● but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing 

you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.

2. Word studies.



  

Romans 12:1-2 (ESV)
1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to 
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to 
God, which is your spiritual worship. 
● 2 Do not be conformed to this WORLD,   aiōn (I-own)
● but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing 

you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.

2. Word studies.



  

2 Do not be conformed to this WORLD,   aiōn (I-own)
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Place: Planet Earth? 
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Romans 11:36 “For from him and through him and
to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.”



  

2 Do not be conformed to this WORLD,   aiōn (I-own)

Place: Planet Earth? 

People: All those unsaved?
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2 Do not be conformed to this WORLD,   aiōn (I-own)

Place: Planet Earth? 

People: All those unsaved?

Romans 11:36 “For from him and through him and
to him are all things. To him be glory forEVER. Amen.”

Time: An age of time, with its characteristics



  

2 Do not be conformed to this WORLD,   aiōn (I-own)

Place: Planet Earth? 

People: All those unsaved?

Romans 11:36 “For from him and through him and
to him are all things. To him be glory forEVER. Amen.”

Time: An age of time, with its characteristics

Vine's Expository Dictionary, pgs. 19, 685



  



  

Romans 12:1-2 (ESV)
1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to 
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to 
God, which is your spiritual worship. 
● 2 Do not be conformed to this world [age], 
● but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing 

you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.

3. Context.



  

Romans 12:1-2 (ESV)
1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to 
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to 
God, which is your spiritual worship. 
● 2 Do not be conformed to this world [age], 
● but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing 

you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.

3. Context.

(Historical Context)



  

Old thinking:
...Men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth....  For 
although they knew God [from creation], they did not honor him 
as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their 
thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. Claiming to be 
wise, they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the immortal 
God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and 
creeping things. (Rom. 1:18, 21-23, ESV)



  

Old thinking:
...Men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth....  For 
although they knew God [from creation], they did not honor him 
as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their 
thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. Claiming to be 
wise, they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the immortal 
God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and 
creeping things. (Rom. 1:18, 21-23, ESV)

Old/new thinking:
Do you suppose, O man—you who judge those who practice such 
things and yet do them yourself—that you will escape the 
judgment of God? Or do you presume on the riches of his 
kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing that God’s 
kindness is meant to lead you to repentance? (2:3-4, ESV)



  

New thinking:
We know that the judgment of God rightly falls on those who 
practice such things. (2:2, ESV)



  

New thinking:
We know that the judgment of God rightly falls on those who 
practice such things. (2:2, ESV)

Old thinking:
But if you... know [God's] will..., having in the law the 
embodiment of knowledge and truth—you then who teach others, 
do you not teach yourself? (2:17-21, ESV)



  

New thinking:
We know that the judgment of God rightly falls on those who 
practice such things. (2:2, ESV)

Old thinking:
But if you... know [God's] will..., having in the law the 
embodiment of knowledge and truth—you then who teach others, 
do you not teach yourself? (2:17-21, ESV)

New thinking:
Without becoming weak in faith he contemplated his own body, 
now as good as dead.... Yet, with respect to the promise of God, 
he did not waver in unbelief but grew strong in faith... being fully 
assured that what God had promised, He was able also to perform. 
(4:19-21, NASB)



  

New thinking:
Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ 
Jesus were baptized into his death?... We know that our old self 
was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be 
brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to 
sin.... We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never 
die again... he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves 
dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. (6:3, 6, 9-11, ESV)



  

New thinking:
Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ 
Jesus were baptized into his death?... We know that our old self 
was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be 
brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to 
sin.... We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never 
die again... he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves 
dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. (6:3, 6, 9-11, ESV)

New thinking:
Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as 
obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either 
of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to 
righteousness? ...and its end, eternal life. (6:16, 22 ESV)



  

New thinking:
Do you not know, brothers... that the law is binding on a person 
only as long as he lives? ...You... have died to the law through the 
body of Christ, so that you may belong to another, to him who has 
been raised from the dead, in order that we may bear fruit for God. 
(7:1, 4, ESV)



  

New thinking:
Do you not know, brothers... that the law is binding on a person 
only as long as he lives? ...You... have died to the law through the 
body of Christ, so that you may belong to another, to him who has 
been raised from the dead, in order that we may bear fruit for God. 
(7:1, 4, ESV)

Old thinking (futility of flesh-controlled mind):
For we know that the law is spiritual, but I am of the flesh, sold 
under sin.... For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in 
my flesh.... For I delight in the law of God, in my inner being, but 
I see in my members another law waging war against the law of 
my mind and making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in 
my members.... So then, I myself serve the law of God with my 
mind, but with my flesh I serve the law of sin. (7:14, 18, 22-23, 
35, ESV)



  

Old/New thinking (freedom of Spirit-controlled mind):
The law of the Spirit of life has set you free.... For those who live 
according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but 
those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things 
of the Spirit. For to set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the 
mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For the mind that is set on the 
flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s law; indeed, 
it cannot.... You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit.... 
(8:2, 5-7, 9, ESV)



  

New thinking (freedom of Spirit-controlled mind):
The law of the Spirit of life has set you free.... For those who live 
according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but 
those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things 
of the Spirit. For to set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the 
mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For the mind that is set on the 
flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s law; indeed, 
it cannot.... You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit.... 
(8:2, 5-7, 9, ESV)

New thinking:
For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth 
comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us.... For we 
know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the 
pains of childbirth until now. (8:18, 22, ESV)



  

New thinking:
We do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit 
himself intercedes for us.... And we know that for those who love 
God all things work together for good (8:26, 28, ESV)
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We do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit 
himself intercedes for us.... And we know that for those who love 
God all things work together for good (8:26, 28, ESV)

New thinking:
For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor 
things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. (8:38-39, ESV)



  

New thinking:
We do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit 
himself intercedes for us.... And we know that for those who love 
God all things work together for good (8:26, 28, ESV)

New thinking:
For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor 
things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. (8:38-39, ESV)

Old thinking:
For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not 
according to knowledge. For, being ignorant of the righteousness 
of God, and seeking to establish their own, they did not submit to 
God’s righteousness. (10:2-3, ESV)



  

Old thinking:
As it is written, "God gave them a spirit of stupor, eyes that would 
not see and ears that would not hear, down to this very day." 
(11:8, ESV)



  

Old thinking:
As it is written, "God gave them a spirit of stupor, eyes that would 
not see and ears that would not hear, down to this very day." 
(11:8, ESV)

Old/New thinking:
Lest you be wise in your own sight, I want you to understand this 
mystery, brothers: a partial hardening has come upon Israel, until 
the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. And in this way all Israel 
will be saved....  (11:25-26, 34, ESV)



  

Old thinking:
As it is written, "God gave them a spirit of stupor, eyes that would 
not see and ears that would not hear, down to this very day." 
(11:8, ESV)

Old/New thinking:
Lest you be wise in your own sight, I want you to understand this 
mystery, brothers: a partial hardening has come upon Israel, until 
the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. And in this way all Israel 
will be saved....  (11:25-26, 34, ESV)

New thinking:
Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! 
How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his 
ways! “For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been 
his counselor?” (11:33-34, ESV)



  



  

Can you find more “mind”
or “thinking” words in
chapters 12 and 13?



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  

Mennonite History?



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  

Survey of Romans 
& Introduction to Biblical Interpretation

Homework:
1. Read Romans 14:1—15:13.
2. Look for “thinking” words.
3. In one or two sentences, tell what Paul 
was trying to say to the church in Rome in 
this passage.
4.What might Paul say if he wrote this 
passage to us? Make several applications.
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